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Sharing the love of Jesus in our community. 
 

 
 

Easter Services 
 

28th March - Palm Sunday  

 9.00  Communion 

 10.30  Palm Sunday Parade 

 

Monday 29th March 

 7.30 Meditation 

Tuesday 30th March 

 7.30 Meditation 

Wednesday 31st March 

 7.30 Meditation 

Thursday 1st April  

  Maundy Thursday Service 

 

Friday 2nd April - Good Friday 

 10.00  Service followed at 12.00 by the march of  

witness from the Methodist Church to St Johnôs 

 

4th April - Easter Day 

 9.00  Communion 

 10.30  Family Service with Holy Communion 



3 

From the Vicar 
How quickly can peopleôs views and opinions change. One moment a 

person can do no wrong, then in the next they can do no right. One day a 

political party is praised ï and the next they are lambasted for something 

they have said or done. Can people really be so changeable in their views 

and opinions? 

 

This so often seems to be fuelled and influenced by the media who are 

extreme both in their support for someone and then in the condemnation 

and vitriol they pour on that person. 

 

For example, last June the Sun described Michael Jackson as a ósad, sick 

loserô. Then, just two weeks later after he died, he was a ócaring, but 

flawed humanô. Jackson's reputation rose in much the same way that Jade 

Goodyôs did after she died. However, as we know, this all too often hap-

pens while a person is still alive. 

 

Life hasnôt changed much. Exactly the same happened during Jesusô life-

time. In his case, the people changed in their attitudes towards him within 

a week. When Jesus entered Jerusalem on Palm Sunday, he received a 

rapturous reception ï the crowd welcomed him with open arms. They laid 

palm leaves and branches on the ground and shouted ñHosanna. Blessed 

is he who comes in the name of the Lord.ò It was the sort of reception 

given to a crowned king. 

 

However, within a week the crowds were shouting ñCrucify him.ò They 

lined the route he travelled out to the hill of Calvary and taunted him the 

whole way. The crowned king had become the crucified king. How the 

people had changed! 

 

Even Jesusô followers and friends changed. Up 

to this point they had been full of hope and ex-

citement at what Jesus was teaching and doing. 

But when he was killed, they became sad, disil-

lusioned, and depressed. They were devastated 

by his death. Yet within 3 days the situation had 

changed again when the darkness of Jesusô death 

on Good Friday was swept aside by the dawn of 
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 Welling Beaver Scouts  
Last term at Beavers, we visited our District Camp at Downe, performed experiments, 

learned how things work, had a fun visit from the Police, learned about first aid, made 

models and played many different sports and games. We finished the term by going 

bowling and singing carols for the elderly before our Christmas party at the end of term.  

This term, we have learned about the world, had a games evening, demonstrated hobbies 

and attended the District Badge Day. Over the next few months we will be going to a 

fire station, Danson Park and Oxleas Woods, with many other activities at our meetings 

and weekend events. 

The Beavers made a prayer caterpillar and read prayers for the Church Parade Service on 

4th October and will be helping with the collection at the service on 28th March. This 

term, we have worked on a number of badges, which are presented each month during 

the parade services at Bishop Ridley Church. 

We play games at every meeting and the Beavers learn about their world, go outdoors, 

act, make things, play sports, cook and meet people in Scouting and the community 

throughout the year. The Beavers have a great deal of fun and make new friends as they 

enjoy games, help others and try new things together. 

Currently there are 29 boys in Beavers aged 5, 6 and 7, with many moving to Cubs in 

2010 and more boys waiting to start, which will be around their 6th birthday. If you are 

interested in your children joining our Beaver Colony, please contact us at 

phil.7thwellingscoutgroup@ntlworld.com and we will be happy to answer any questions 

you may have. 

his resurrection on Easter Day. God changed everything when he raised 

Jesus from the dead. 

 

And life can change for us when we believe in Jesus Christ and follow 

him and his ways. Iôm not saying that life becomes a bed of roses and 

everything works out perfectly ï that would be ridiculous! But with Christ 

in our lives, he gives hope where there is despair, light where there is 

darkness, peace where there is discord, and forgiveness where there is 

condemnation. 

 

This change that Christ brings is not dependent upon the whims of the 

media or our own feelings, but upon the love and promises of God. All 

too often, everything around us seems to change ï all except God that it. 

As one of the writers in the Bible says, ñJesus Christ is the same, yester-

day, today and for ever.ò 

 

May I wish you all a very Happy Easter. 

Tim Hatwell, Vicar 
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3dub News January/February 
Itôs been a year of transition for 3dub so far, with Dan Norman and Linzi Golding having 

stepped down from leading at the start of the academic year. Dan and Linzi did a fantas-

tic job throughout their time serving the group and itôs taken the new leadership team of 

Cat Dunnett, Christina Garnham and myself a while to settle in. However, the three of us 

feel like weôre getting to grips with it all now and weôve had the privilege of seeing God 

do some great things in the lives of these young people J 

For those who donôt know, 3dub is the church youth group for 14-18s and continues to 

meet on Sunday evenings at Bishop Ridley Church at 7pm. We have been attending the 

Praise Service at St Johnôs and Turning Point at Zerobar in Bexleyheath on alternate 

months, as we felt it was important for the group to meet at least three times a month. 

We also have eight cell leaders who lead the four bi-weekly cell groups, with these cell 

leaders being discipled by the senior leaders. The average number on a Sunday has been 

between 20 and 25, with around 30 3dubbers on the register who we see regularly. Cells 

have been up and down, with some going really well and others struggling a little. Weôd 

really appreciate prayer that these would become more consistent over the coming 

months to help all the group members go deeper with Jesus. 

Since the turn of the year, weôve spent time reviewing the 3dub Vision, checking out the 

evidence for the truth of the Gospel and taking a look at what the Bible says about suf-

fering. Itôs been really encouraging to see the group members engaging with the topics 

and asking questions to build up their faiths. On the social side, 20 of us went bowling 

together over half term and weôve kept up the tradition of post-Praise Service noodles on 

a few occasions as well! These socials have helped 3dub to grow closer together and 

develop our friendships as the body of Christ. 

As always, we really appreciate both your prayer and practical support J In particular, it 

would be great if you can pray that every group member would begin to make God their 

number one priority and that our lives would increasingly revolve around Him. He is the 

only one worth living for! 
 

Much love and Gb all J 

 

Ben Haughton 

P.S. Please see the groupôs vision document for this year below and pray that we can 

meet our targets! 
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3dub 2009/2010 ï Back to Basics  
Verse for year: 
Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 

and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have com-

manded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.  

Matthew 28 v 19-20 

 

Mission Statement: 

Worship ï Throughout the year we will make it our goal to worship God in every area 

of our lives, be it at school, college, work or during our leisure times. 

Word ï As Christians, the Bible is our final authority on all aspects of life. We will look 

to gain a greater understanding of the power that is found within its pages and increase 

our knowledge of the Bible as a whole. 

Witness (including Welcome) ï As a community, we will strive to make newcomers 

feel welcome and will go out to share the love of Jesus with our families, friends and 

strangers. 

 

Aims: 
Bond as brothers and sisters in Christ and deepen our friendships with one another. 

Look to adopt the 3Ws, not just in our meetings and cells, but as a lifestyle that we 

live out 24/7. 

Grow the group to four cells, each with a regular attendance of at least 5 people. 

Begin to gain an awareness of Godôs work in the wider world. See group members 

serving at óBig Churchô and volunteering for social action projects. 

Ensure that the whole group are leading healthy prayer lives. 

ñAnd pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With 

this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the saints.ò 

Ephesians 6 v 18 

SOURCE 
SOURCE is the 18 to 30-somethings group that young adults in churches across Bexley 

are a part of, including a number of us from Bishop Ridley Church. Meetings occur 

every Sunday evening at 7.45pm at St Johnôs, Welling and the SOURCE bi-weekly cells 

groups also follow a similar format to 3dub. With 18 to 30 year-olds being severely un-

der-represented in the church today, the group aims to meet the spiritual needs of this 

age range and encourage a greater level of particpation within the body of Christ. 

 

Please take a look at the vision document for the group below. There are some ambitious 

targets included in there and as always your prayer support is desperately needed and 

appreciated! For more information about this group, please speak to Ben Haughton. 

God bless! 
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SOURCE 2009/2010 
Mission Statement 

To reach out and grow a maturing community of passionate Jesus lovers from across 

Bexley of people between 18 and 30 something. 

 

Verse for Year:  

Colossians 1v28-9 

So we preach Christ to everyone. With all possible wisdom we warn and teach them in 

order to bring each one into God's presence as a mature individual in union with Christ. 

To get this done I toil and struggle, using the mighty strength which Christ supplies and 

which is at work in me. 

 

Values 

Welcome  Everyone must be made welcome in SOURCE because weôre family. 

Word The teaching we give and our lives must have a biblical foundation and we 

will read it! 

Worship Recognising that everything we do is worship and we will make a special 

space for it in our meetings. 

Witness We will proclaim Jesus by our words and our deeds with our families, 

friends, at work and Uni. 

Worldwide  Bexley is not the centre of the Universe & we will reflect that in our 

teaching, prayer and action even to the ends of the earth! 

 

Aims to reach by September 2010 (SMART) 

1. Grow to 100 people with 10 separate Cell groups with 10 leaders. 

2. Have a regular number above 60 on Sunday nights. 

3. For SOURCE to be giving £60,000 annually into their local churches. 

4. 50 people sign up to Spark 2010 & 70 to Momentum next summer (including 

some non Christians) 

5. SOMETHING INTERNATIONAL AND JUSTICE RELATED ï we get to 

vote :o) 

6. For everyone to have privately read at least 10 books of the bible 

(Exodus, 1 Samuel, Proverbs, Psalms, Amos, Mark, Acts, Romans, 1 Corin-

thians, James). 

7. To get everyone in an accountability or discipleship group. 

8. To grow the number of churches supported by SOURCE to 8 and encourage eve-

ryone to be baptised and a serving member of one church. 

9. 100% of SOURCE serving in church or in their community. 

10.  Wherever possible set up or support work or Uni prayer groups 

 

5 to 10 Year Aim 

To grow SOURCE to sufficient numbers (200 to 300) and maturity, to begin placing 

groups of 20 to 25 members of SOURCE in churches lacking those in the 20s across 

Bexley; to serve, encourage and commit to these congregations. 
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Bishop Ridley School  
 
The year 6 children at Bishop Ridley School were writing poems 
of personification, where abstract ideas or inanimate objects are 
given human characteristics. Here are some examples: 
 
 

Stars  
The stars are lively children, 
Disappearing here, appearing there, playing hide and seek, 
Winking at you with their starry glow in the night sky, 
Hypnotising like a brightly-coloured pendant, sending you to sleep; 
Tiptoeing around the timeless void of space, 
Painting more shining spots with their paint pallet, 
Trying and trying to finish the masterpiece. 
 
But as the sun steals the limelight 
In the morning, with its brightly-lit sky, 
The stars go back to sleep, 
Waiting for their next moment to shine. 
As the story of the future unravels to tell: 
One day you will look out into the night sky 
To findé the stars will shine for you no more. 
 
Sujan Sriram 
 
 
 

The Sea 
The sea is a hungry wolf 
Echoing its shout, painting the sand golden, 
While shuffling the rocks away; 
Retreat it does, 
But ready to attack the rocks again. 
 
Jumping up and down, 
Eating the pebbles thunderously, 
Ferocious as a bull, 
Until the calm of night. 
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Rolling on the sand, 
Repainting the sand golden, 
No more is it a hungry wolf,  
But now a tranquil puppy. 
 
Its desire is to take the land 
But fail it does; 
When he rests 
He calmly sleeps 
As quiet as a snail. 
 
Jer Ping Leow 
 
 
Anger  
As fierce as a lion, 
Anger creeps around you,  
Waiting until crisis comes, 
It quickly jumps into you, 
And waits, and waitsé 
 
Soon, when the moment hits you, 
He runs through your veins, 
Turning you into a vicious wolf, 
As wild as a boar, 
He controls you. 
 
The only way to stop his grip 
Is to stand as still as possible, 
So that anger is falling, falling; 
Finally he escapes and runs, 
To find another target. 
 
Ryan Woodrow  
 
 
http://www.bishopridleyschool.org.uk/ 
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Church Football  
The initial vision of the Christian Football League was to get as many 

churches in the area as possible to enjoy and play competitive football 

against each other. It has also helped churches to build contacts and many 

friendships have developed between the teams. The league has been run-

ning for five years and has gradually attracted more churches.  

The league consists of eight teams from the following churches: 

 

The Slade Evangelical in Plumstead (who run and organise the league); 

Woolwich Congregational;  

St John's/Bishop Ridley (known as óSt Johnôs Dansonô)  

St John's, Blackheath;  

North Kent Community Church; 

St James Marathoma; 

Blackheath and Charlton Baptist Church; 

Highfield Road Baptist Church, Dartford. 

 

Many of the players in the St Johnôs Danson team used to play for The 

Slade's B team. They were able to break away creating their own team as 

many of the players attended St Johnôs and Bishop Ridley Churches or 

were friends of those that did. 

 

The team was set up by Robert Still - Manager (St Johnôs Church) helped 

by Simon Pearce (Bishop Ridley) and Colin Still (St Johnôs).  At the first 

training session, ten players attended and the numbers have slowly in-

creased over the months with up to twenty players training together.  

There is a ó50-50ô split of Christians and non-Christians. 

 

As it is óSt Johnôs Dansonôsô first season, some of the players were a bit 

doubtful about how the first season would go. However, by bringing in 

new players and having a very committed squad, they have been battling 

for top spot in the league table. óSt Johnôs Dansonô are hoping to stay at 

the top until the end of the season and have been improving significantly 

every match. Their most recent match was against the team that had won 

the league four out of the previous five seasons and óSt Johnôs Dansonô 

won 4-1. 

With the previous meeting being a 3-2 loss at the beginning of the season, 

it shows how much St Johnôs Danson has improved. By scoring the most 
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goals, letting in the least and also having the current top goal scorer in the 

league, St Johnôs Danson are in a very strong position to win the league. 

 

 
 
 

The website for St Johnôs Danson is:  http://www.clubwebsite.co.uk/

stjohnsdanson/ 

 

If you are interested in joining óSt Johnôs Dansonô or would like to find 

out more, please email the Church Office at bishop.ridley@tesco.net or 

telephone on 020 8303 9998, giving your name and contact details, and I 

will contact you 

 

Robert Still  

Manager of óSt Johnôs Danson FCô 

 

  P W D L F A GD Pts 

St John's Danson 8 6 0 2 35 11 24 18 

BCBC 7 6 0 1 23 12 11 18 

Slade 7 4 0 3 34 24 10 12 

St Johnôs Blackheath 7 3 1 3 23 22 1 10 

WCC 6 2 1 3 19 23 -4 7 

North Kent 6 2 0 4 20 16 4 6 

Dartford 7 2 0 5 16 18 -2 6 

St James Marathoma 4 0 0 4 2 46 -44 0 

http://www.clubwebsite.co.uk/stjohnsdanson/
http://www.clubwebsite.co.uk/stjohnsdanson/
mailto:bishop.ridley@tesco.net
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Bexley Police 
Falconwood and Welling Safer Neighbourhoods Policing Team 
 For the latest news and information from Bexley police visit www.met.police.uk/bexley  

Call: 020 8721 2022  
Email: Falconwood.Welling.SNT@met.police.uk 
Your Safer Neighbourhoods team is not a 24-hour emer-
gency response team. In the event of a emergency al-
ways dial 999, for all other calls to the Metropolitan Police 
Service please dial 0300 123 1212 

For more information about Safer Neighbourhoods policing visit www.met.police.uk/

saferneighbourhoods  

Visit the Metôs new crime mapping website and find out more about crime in your local 

area enabling you to take an active role in making your community safer: http://

maps.met.police.uk/  

Crimestoppers  
Crimestoppers is an independent UK-wide charity working to stop crime. The charity 

works for you, your family and your community. You can call Crimestoppers anony-

mously on 0800 555 111 and just tell them what you know, not who you are. 

 

http://www.met.police.uk/bexley
http://www.met.police.uk/saferneighbourhoods
http://www.met.police.uk/saferneighbourhoods
http://maps.met.police.uk/
http://maps.met.police.uk/
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Care for the family 
 

Care for the Family is a nationwide charity, which aims to promote family life and help 

those who are suffering because of family breakdown. It provides support to families 

who are facing great pressures in their daily lives. It provides resources and courses to 

help support people going through family break up, or bereavement, and those facing 

new challenges such as marriage, adoption, new families (be it natural or step ones).  

Rob Parsons, a well-known Christian speaker and author, started Care for the Family, in 

1988, to work with the family unit in the UK to show Christian compassion to all who 

need support - from any faith or none at all. It has been involved in advising the govern-

ment on many issues to do with family life in the UK.  

Care for the Family runs networks that support the following groups in family units in 

the UK - parents, mums and/or dads, marriage, bereaved parents, stepfamilies, young 

widows/widowers, families with children with additional needs, those on low incomes, 

and those in their 20s and 30s who are unsure of direction.  

When John and I got engaged, we were given a copy of the Care for the Family book 

"The Sixty Minute Marriage" by another Christian couple. The book is written in a hu-

morous and easy to read style, and gives realistic advice on how to deal with many of the 

issues in marriage such has how to argue effectively, how to strengthen your marriage 

and other topics. We read it together before we got married, and found it very helpful. 

We have since given it as part of a wedding or engagement present to several of our 

friends, both Christian and otherwise, who have got married since us. There is an accom-

panying video, which we have also seen. These are just a couple of the resources avail-

able from Care for the Family regarding Marriage, and there are a number of others.  

The above book is part of a series of books by Rob Parsons, about family life; these also 

include "The Sixty Minute Mother", "The Sixty Minute Father" and other titles. The 

resources available for bereaved parents and families include a Bereaved Parents Net-

work, and these can help to bring the whole family unit through what can be a very hard 

time, because they are able to talk to others with the same experiences. If you are inter-

ested in these and other information, there will be a display in Bishop Ridley Church 

over the next few weeks, or these can be ordered from www.careforthefamilv.org.uk  or 

may be available from local Christian bookshops.  

Sian Hendrie  

 

Care for the family is the charity BR church has chosen for the final quarter of the year 

as one of four charity organisations we have selected to support during the year, espe-

cially for their work at the heart of our society and in the community.  

http://www.careforthefamilv.org.uk/
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Our Mission 
About a year ago, we agreed that our Mission Statement should be: 

 

óSharing the love of Jesus in our community.ô 

 

How are we doing this? 

We are building on the strong links we have in our community which includes: 

Bishop Ridley Church of England Primary School and its Parents Teachers Association, 

the uniformed organisations affiliated to the church (Beavers, Cubs, Scouts, Rainbows, 

Brownies, Guides), Babes and Toddlers group. 

 

A pastoral care team is in place which provides home visits to those in the parish who 

are, for example, sick or bereaved. Hospital visits are also undertaken. 

 

Prayer requests can be made via our church website (www.brchurch.org.uk) or via email 

(prayer.request@brchurch.org.uk) or by contacting the Church Office on 02083039998. 

 

For those wishing to have their children baptised (often referred to as christened), a spe-

cialist team is available to take you through what is involved. 

 

Marriage preparation courses are also available. 

 

For those wishing to develop their understanding of the Christian faith, Alpha courses 

are run, currently twice a year. 

 

Confirmation courses are also run when candidates have chosen to make a personal com-

mitment to Jesus and become full members of the church. 

 

Home groups are run regularly where church members meet for prayer, fellowship and 

biblical teaching in order to develop a deeper understanding of their faith. 

 

Various groups have also been established which include Dubsters (11 ï 14 yrs), 3 Dub 

(15 ï 18 yrs), Source (18 ï 30 yrs), Wednesday Fellowship and Menôs Group to develop 

fellowship and friendship, as well as providing biblical teaching. 

 

In addition to this, individual church members, as part of their Christian lifestyle, are 

being ógood neighbours.ô    

 

On the Parochial Church Council (PCC), we have also been looking at new ways of 

serving our community in 2010 as ófresh expressionsô of our faith. Among the possibili-

ties for consideration are (a) an óOpen Doorô meeting place in church where it will be 

possible to have a chat over light refreshments, (b) prayer walks around the parish when 

we will pray for individual roads and the residents who live there, and (c) community 

seminars at which topical issues will be discussed (such as care for the elderly, debt 

management, bereavement, unemployment or any other matters of concern to local resi-

dents). 
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Website update 
We have been working hard to provide additional information on our church website 

www.brchurch.org.uk and are please to advise that you can now access sermons from 

our 10.30 Family Service so anyone who has not been able to attend church for a par-

ticular service can still hear the sermon and have quality bible teaching. 

Please note, if you have prayer requests email the link, prayer.request@brchurch.org.uk  

or contact the church office on 020 8303 9998 

Simon Caddock 

If you are interested in any of these areas, please let us know at the church office 

(020 8303 9998). 

Stan Tither 

The Cat 
 

A cat died and went to Heaven. God met her at the gates and said, òYou have been a 

good cat all these years. Anything you want is yours for the asking.òò 

 

The cat thought for a minute and then said, ñAll my life I lived on a farm and slept on 

hard wooden floors. I would like a real fluffy pillow to sleep on.ò 

 

God said, ñSay no more.ò Instantly the cat had a huge fluffy pillow.  

 

A few days later, six mice were killed in an accident and they all went to Heaven to-

gether. 

God met the mice at the gates with the same offer that He made to the cat. 

 

The mice said, ñWell, we have had to run all of our lives: from cats, dogs, and even peo-

ple with brooms! If we could just have some little roller skates, we would not have to 

run again.ò  

God answered, ñIt is done.ò All the mice had beautiful little roller skates.  

 

About a week later, God decided to check on the cat. 

He found her sound asleep on her fluffy pillow. 

 God gently awakened the cat and asked, ñIs everything 

okay? How have you been doing? Are you happy?ò  

 

The cat replied, ñOh, it is WONDERFUL.  I have never 

been so happy in my life.  The pillow is so fluffy, and 

those little Meals on Wheels you have been sending 

over are delicious!ò  

http://www.brchurch.org.uk/
mailto:prayer.request@brchurch.org.uk
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Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, "Whom shall I 

send? And who will go for us?"  

      And I said, "Here am I. Send me!"  Isaiah 6:8 

In mid July Bishop Ridley Church supported me as I traveled to Davao City in the 

Southern Philippines to work with a partner of Oversea Mission Fellowship Interna-

tional, the Malikha Urban Poor Team/Taytayan Development Projects (TDP). I was 

away six weeks.   

 

I supported the MUPTeam working with street level communities which included the 

homeless, street kids, street youth and men and women in the sex trade; I also supported 

two Muslim communities teaching in pre-school and supporting women with their liter-

acy. 

 

Homeless 

The Osmeña park Community is composed of 12-15 families. I specifically worked 

among the mothers. They play a crucial role in connecting each family in their faith jour-

ney .There were 12 mothers who joined our regular Tuesday (prayer meetings) & 

Wednesday (Bible Study). The activity was specifically requested by them, this accord-

ing to them is to strengthen their faith. They could not attend regular church activities 

during the day. They are the ones who initiated to have liturgies in the park. The team 

baptise children every year in the park with a total 15 children baptised. and celebrate 

Eucharist together with their whole community (15 families). 

 

 

Homeless families living on the 

streets of Davao, Mindinao,  

Southern Philippines 

 

 

 

 

Homeless Children:   

Homeless children have many difficulties to overcome as they try to attend 

school.  Without homes to sleep in, they are often overtired; without running water, they 

can rarely bathe or have their clothes washed.  The insecurities in their lives militate 

against regular attendance.  Other children can be cruel and make fun of them.  The team 

has made a difference for some of these children who are part of a community which 

congregates in one of Davaoôs city parks.   The children are provided with a school uni-

form and school supplies.  The teachersô help and understanding has also been sought 

through visits by team members, and the teachers have set the tone in their classrooms so 

that the children will not be scorned.  Team members also hold tutorials to support the 

children in their studies.  Building close relationships with their mothers has also had a 

positive effect on their well being 
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To help raise the childrenôs 

self-esteem and confidence 

we delivered tutorials in the 

late afternoon concentrating 

on basic skills  

 

 

 

Street Youth: 

The Street Youth congregate in ñcommunitiesò defined by where they hang out, and are 

informally subdivided into various groups and gangs.  They have come to Davao from 

different parts of the Philippines, some having run away from abusive families while 

others were abandoned as children. They work at whatever jobs they can find such as 

watching cars for their owners while they are parked on the side of the street, selling 

peanuts, or shining shoes.  They also earn a few pesos by gambling over Chinese check-

ers, chess and other games.  Many are caught up in the downward spiral of glue sniff-

ing.  Some of these have been sent to rehabilitation centers only to return to street life 

after a short period of counseling and medication. Others have been sent to jail for minor 

offenses.  Others still have died in gang wars or been killed by summary execution by 

powers that wish to ñrid the city of undesirable elements.ò 

 

 

 

 

Street youth gambling over  

Chinese checkers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Women In Sex Trade: 

This was one of the highlights of my mission work.  We only visited these ladies on one 

occasion as unfortunately, the MUPTeam are unable to sustain regular support of this 

community due to lack of óworkersô.  I say ladies but many are very young girls in their 

early teens.  They were so friendly and communicated their stories readily.  Like the 

MIST many have families to support and have no other alternative way of getting an 

income.  Quite honestly I do not know how they survive as there were literally hundreds 

lining two streets. 

 

Men In Sex Trade: 

These men are known locally as ñcall boysò or ñpick-up boys.ò  They range in age from 

20 - 35.  Some are married, some are single, and most have children.  Some have limited 

education while others have attended college.  For some it is their only employment, for 

others it is a part-time job to supplement their meager income from other work.  For all, 
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the primary reason for engaging in the sex trade is economics - it is a means to support 

their families.  Do these men need help? Yes , they too have physical, emotional, social 

and spiritual needs. 

 

Gays in Sex-Trade: 

The MUPTeam have contact with fifteen to twenty young gays aged 13 to 25.  Most of 

these are runaways who have found in the sex trade a way to support themselves.  Their 

lives are marked by discrimination, injustice and being misunderstood by their families, 

their churches, and society in general.  The team members have learned to listen to them 

rather than judge them.   They have come along side the GIST to affirm Godôs uncondi-

tional love for them.  

 

 

 

GIST 

Gays in Sex Trade 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Muslim Communities 
The MUPTeam recognize the long history of distrust between Muslim and Christian 

communities in the Philippines so seek to be a catalyst in bridging relationships between 

Muslim and Christian communities. Their hope is that by sharing resources between 

Muslim urban poor and Christian communities through TDP they will demonstrate vari-

ous means of constructing small bridges to heal centuries of broken relationships. In this 

process, they are very mindful to create an environment of mutual respect and credible 

services.  

 
Supporting the Muslin 

communities of Isla Verde 

and Bucana 

 

 

 

One of the most significant and humbling things I learned, as the MUPTeam works with 

the urban poor, is that there is no final solution to poverty. They are forced to acknowl-

edge that much of their work is like "building castles in the sand." This being the case, 

the hard question for them is what makes it any different from other organizations work-

ing to alleviate poverty, no matter what their ethnic-cultural context may be? 
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The difference, they hope by God's grace, is the manner they approach poverty. They are 

different because of their vision, mission and values. By God's constant faithfulness, 

they engage with the poor because the message of the good news promises that the poor 

will be transformed by the power and authority of Jesus. 

So, they take this and hope the impact they create as they engage with the poor honours 

their dignity and integrity as God's beloved creation.  

 

But I have raised you up for this very purpose, that I might show you my power 

and that my name might be proclaimed in all the earth. Exodus 9:16 

 

Follow my adventure on http://www.mupt-thephilippines.blogspot.com/ 

On Good Friday  
The world is holding its breath. 
Can this be happening? 
The Creator of the universe 
Hangs between heaven and earth 
Stripped of clothes, stripped of flesh, 
Struggling for breath, still 
He gives his mother to His friend, 
His friend to His mother,  
And comforts the penitent thief. 
The clock ticks away the seconds, the hours 
Of His suffering, 
Till at the last, of His own free will, 
He releases His spirit, and dies, 
And dies for me, for you, 
For every slanderer and mocker of His name. 
One day we will kneel, and rejoice, 
Or weep. 
Our choice. 

 

Spring Blossom  
Looking at the tree in blossom 
Just outside my window; 
The air is still, 
Yet one small posy of pink flowers 
Stirs in an invisible breath. 
Did God just touch that place, 
Unseen and gentle? 
The tree does what God 
Created it to do; 
It grows, and blossoms, and fruits, 
And in the Lordôs presence 
And for His pleasure, 
It claps its hands. 

http://www.mupt-thephilippines.blogspot.com/
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Times of Services  
Sunday 9.00 am   Holy Communion 
  10.30 am  Family Worship (including Sunday Club) 
   6.30 pm  Dubsters - a group for 11-14 year olds* 
   7.00 pm  3 Dub a group for 14-19 year olds* 
Monday  9.00 am  Morning Prayer 
   * for details contact church office 
 

Weekday activities  

Monday 6.15 pm Brownies 
Tuesday  6.00 pm Rainbows 
Wednesday 10-12  Babes & Toddlers 
  2.00 pm Wednesday Fellowship 
    2nd + 4th  in term time 
  7.00 pm Music Group practice 
 

Leaders  
Brownies Sue Davies 020 8301 5531 
Rainbows Pat Waters 020 8304 6748 
Babes & Toddlers Sam Bird  via office 
Wednesday Fellowship   via office 
Vicar The Rev. Tim Hatwell 020 8298 0065  
Church Wardens Adrian Haughton and Derek Sears via 
 office 
Lay Reader Fred Woodley 020 8303 7374 
Verger Jack Woodcock 020 8303 1255 
Church Office Clare Wooton 020 8303 9998  
 (Administrator)   

 
My thanks to everyone who has contributed to this magazine whether by writing 

articles or in printing and distributing it  to the parish. 

Les Brett (editor) 

 

The views expressed in this magazine are those of individual writers and may 

not represent those of the whole church. 

When you have finished with this magazine please put it in your green recycling 

box 

http://www.brchurch.org.uk/

